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‘SERVICE IS THE RENT WE PAY FOR OUR ROOM ON EARTH’  



  



MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
 
Several years ago, I was teaching English to migrants and refugees at a local library. 
After the lesson, a student from Brazil asked if the teachers were all volunteers. When 
I replied yes, he commented that this was very commendable and he had noticed it 
elsewhere in Australia, but to his knowledge, it rarely happened in Brazil. We have 
heard similar comments from people from other countries.  
 
It is well known that Australians willingly volunteer to help others. To get an estimate 
of the extent of this, I recently checked the Volunteering Queensland web site and 
found that in 2016, almost 20% of the population undertook some voluntary work. 
Figures for 2014 showed that economically, this was worth more than $11 billion; but 
more importantly, the social benefits would be enormous. It is reasonable to assume 
that figures for other states are proportionally similar.  
 
Almost all our Toc H members in Australia are volunteers. Our activities are centred 
around our Movement’s motto ‘Service is the rent we pay for our room on earth’, 
and the Toc H prayer asks that we ‘leap with joy to any task for others’. Finding 
volunteers to help with our major activities is generally not difficult. Back in WWII, 
Toc H Services Clubs were all staffed by voluntary workers, and the number of Service 
men and women touched by the work done in these clubs ran into hundreds of 
thousands. This willingness to volunteer has continued through to today, where in 
Queensland, many members and other volunteers help with the Ekka Outing, Camp 
Crystal, Coungeau House and other projects, while in South Australia, a very well-
run volunteer program ensures that there are enough helpers to run the camping 
programs for disadvantaged children.  
 
Finding members willing to join Toc H is more challenging, and we have in the past 
struggled with declining member numbers. One effective way to address this is to 
work in partnership with other organisations, so that our volunteers get involved in 
projects that interest them and learn what Toc H is all about. As emphasised by our 
founder Rev. P.C. (Tubby) Clayton, the focus is not to ‘get people into Toc H’, but to 
‘get Toc H into people’ so that they will want to be part of our Movement. 
 
In Queensland, we work in partnership with Childhood Cancer Support to help with 
some of their projects (e.g. Camp Crystal, the Children’s Christmas Party) while their 
families attend our Ekka Outing – which is made possible by the generous help of the 
RNA Queensland, the owners of rides, and many others.  
 
In South Australia, with the new Openlight branding and marketing initiatives, 
partnerships have been developed and these have led to the formation of new 
branches and new members. Examples include the Victor Harbor Community 
Gardens Group, Camp Jumbunna, and Scrubsavers, while other organisations 
continue to support the camping program.  



Whilst all members of Toc H still need to encourage others to join Toc H – try asking 
them! – we also need to get smarter at working in partnership with similar 
organisations, and ‘getting Toc H into those who volunteer’. If we do this well, our 
Movement will not only survive, but it will grow. I urge all members to think about 
what new initiatives and partnerships we might develop to make this happen – and 
keep telling people about Toc H! 
 
Thank you again all members and supporters for the ongoing work you do for our 
Movement. Don’t forget to check out our Toc H Australia, Northern Region and 
Southern Region web sites for updates on what is happening and encourage others to 
get involved.   
 
Yours in Toc H 
Dr Owen Nichols 
National Director – Toc H Australia 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP VERSE SERVICE 
 
A precis of an article in The Link September 1946, by Alan Paton, a South African  
Toc H member and author. His most famous book was “Cry the Beloved Country”. 
 
When you were admitted into Toc H the Lamp was placed in your hands, and you 
were asked: - “What is this? And you answered, “The Light of Toc H”. What first lit it?  
“Unselfish sacrifice”. And what alone will maintain it? “Unselfish service”. And what is 
service? “Service is the rent we pay for our room on earth”. 
 
The truth is, of course, that the desire to serve is deeply implanted in all of us. More 
widely it is called the sense of duty, of obligation, of responsibility. It is partly this 
sense of duty and obligation to pay, in fact, a rent for our room on earth that has 
brought you into Toc H. I say partly because by itself it is not enough.  It is not enough 
to say that we serve because of our sense of duty, and it is not enough to say that it 
is our duty to serve and make sacrifice in Toc H. Indeed, it is dangerous to say so 
because we may give an extremely wrong picture of Toc H – that it exists solely to 
do our duty. 
 
Service a matter of duty. 
I am not saying one word against duty; I am merely saying that service does not spring 
solely from duty, and that we do not exist solely for duty and that Toc H does not 
exist solely for duty.  One danger is this – that you will drive yourself to service, in 
season and out, and become a hard and dogged person. And the chances are that you 
will begin to think that others do too little and, worse, that you do too much. You 
will be setting a bad example to other members of the family. 
 



There are dangers then, not of a sense of duty, but of thinking that service springs 
solely from duty. The real meaning of service is not to be found in a man whom we 
call a ”slave to duty”.  But it is to be found in the woman we call “dutiful daughter”.  
The picture that comes to mind is not that of grim, soured woman who has given her 
life and her chances because of duty: it is a picture of a woman who may well have 
given her life and her chances, but because of love not because of duty.  It is said in 
the Book that Christ gave his life for the world, because He so loved the world.  
Pay your rent with love. 
 
Now Toc H realises the truth that service should spring from love, and only 
secondarily from duty.  I am not trying to disguise the fact that we must do some acts 
of service because it is our duty; I am just reminding you of the words of the Toc H 
prayer, “to leap with joy to any task for other”.  How is this sense of joy in service to 
be cultivated? 
 
Toc H believes that that sense of joy is much more easily cultivated when one does 
not serve alone, but in fellowship with others who are as frail and selfish and weak as 
ourselves. And it believes that this frailty and selfishness and weakness is more easily 
overcome in fellowship than when we are alone.  So that the fellowship of Toc H is 
just as important as, and in one sense more important than, its service. It is more 
important in the sense that out of it, service should follow.  We need not discuss that 
favourite Toc H riddle as to whether fellowship isn’t also strengthened by service; of 
course, it is. But when a new person comes into Toc H, it would be a poor lookout 
if he/she came solely to serve and was not impressed by the warmth of its fellowship 
and wanted to belong to it. 
 
Fellowship first. 
Toc H is a fellowship of people, learning from one another, encouraging one another, 
encouraged by one another, to live life better. And one of the signs of living life better 
will be found in in our desire to serve and to give. But I cannot say too forcibly that 
the first and most important thing is the fellowship, not the service. 
 
Submitted by David Hall 
 
 
BRIBIE ISLAND TOC H BRANCH 
 
Bribie Island Toc H Branch continues to rebuild and its members have given excellent 
support to Coungeau House over the past six months. The Branch now has seven 
members and a new Chaplain has just been appointed – the Reverend Steven 
Schwarzrock.  Steven is the Rector of St Peter’s Anglican Church on Bribie and he 
will be inducted as a member of Toc H on the 4th November next, along with other 
new members. 
 



In September Branch members held a Soup and Hoi Evening and over forty Toc H 
members and friends attended.  Besides being a lot of fun and great fellowship, it was 
a very good fundraiser for the Branch. 
 
On the 2nd October a High Tea was organised at Coungeau House and it was 
supported by eighty Toc H members and friends.  Chris Clark, who is the interim 
Caretaker of Coungeau House was the MC and she did a wonderful job of making 
everyone feel welcome and entertaining all present with games and spreading the 
word about Toc H and the role of Coungeau House today.  The Harmonies Choir 
performed well known songs. This event was also a very good fund raiser for the 
Branch and over $1,700 was raised. The whole occasion was Toc H at its very best – 
FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS etc. 
 

 
 

[L to R] The Reverend Steven Schwarzrock, Ray Geise, Lorraine Merritt at the High Tea 
 
 



 
 
[L to R] Myra Miner, Chris Clark, Jill Van Dorseller, Lynne Hooper, Ellen Beechy, Lorelle Green.  

Missing from photo – Barbara Earner.  All are members of Bribie Island Toc H Branch. 
 
 

 
 

Good Fellowship - friends at the High Tea 
 



 
 

The High Tea opened with a brace of popular songs sung by the Harmonies Choir. 
 
 
COUNGEAU HOUSE 
 
Since Chris Clark has taken over as the Interim Caretaker of Coungeau House a great 
deal of work has been done by her and many Toc H members and friends to give the 
whole place and the gardens a new look. The bedrooms upstairs have been rearranged 
and new back stairs have been built.  Sheds have been cleaned out and the Caretaker’s 
Cottage – The Fairweather Cottage – has been cleaned. There is considerable white 
ant damage done to the ceiling of the cottage and this will be attended to when 
finances are available. 
  
Lettings for Coungeau House are picking up and there is hardly a day pass by without 
there being someone at the House.  The Hall underneath is looking very good and 
new material has been put on the notice boards. 
 
Applications for two grants have been submitted – one for solar panelling and the 
other for new front stairs and a new ramp for wheel chairs.  The disabled bathroom 
upstairs will also be renovated and made wheel chair accessible. 
 
  



ANZAC DAY 2019 
 
The Midnight Service, held inside the Shrine of Remembrance in Brisbane on Anzac 
Eve was once again well attended.  The reverend Canon Nicki Colledge and Father 
Peter Luton officiated and the Queensland University Music Society Choir led the 
singing of the hymns.  Australian Army Cadets formed the catafalque party and the 
Last Post was performed by a senior girl from St Margaret’s.  This year marked the 
72nd anniversary of this service.  Below is the Address given by the Reverend Canon 
Nicki Colledge: 
 
Address for the Toc H ANZAC Midnight Service, Wednesday April 24, 
2019 
 
”Abide with me”, we sing, “the darkness deepens, Lord, with me Abide”. 
 
Many of us can only imagine just what facing death is like. When all seems lost and 
futile. When despair cloaks one in darkness, when our humanity is laid bare … yet we 
may have greater understanding of the cry to God, the grasping for light and hope and 
comfort. 
 
When ANZAC Day and Easter fall so closely together like this year, themes of 
sacrifice and dispelling darkness are easier to compare. The Easter hope of 
resurrection is the risen Jesus Christ, and the ANZAC remembrance is, among other 
things, a call to light and a thankfulness of service. 
 
This evening and in the day to come, we remember not only those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice in the abortive assault at Gallipoli in World War 1, but all those men 
and women who have risked their lives in the fight against evil in all theatres of war. 
 
More than 50 000 Australians served at Gallipoli during the 8-month campaign. 8700 
lost their lives. April 25 marks the arrival of the ANZACS before sunrise on the 
Turkish coast. AS we know, plans went awry. They had landed in the wrong place. At 
the end of that first day, 2000 ANZACS lay dead. But against the odds, we are told 
they held their ground. 
 
The true nature of the ANZAC Spirit can teach us about cooperation, courage and 
trust. The Australian and New Zealand soldiers united with thousands of other 
soldiers of different cultures, beliefs, languages, values and customs. There are 
numerous stories of racial inclusion and tolerance. 
 
This ANZAC Day, in a world so fresh from atrocious human actions so far removed 
from war, let us put aside differences. May we come together to share, laugh, eat 
and rest. Most of all, may we remember together. 



We remember, before God who is our light, who abides with us always, all those 
who have laid down their lives for us and our country and for the liberty of 
humankind. 
 
In a world of change, we sing to the one who “changes not”, and with hope in our 
hearts we pray to God like the ANZACs before us; “through cloud and sunshine, O 
abide with me”. 
 
The Reverend Canon Nicki Colledge,  
Priest-in-Charge St Mark’s Anglican Church, Clayfield 
 
 
WHAT IS TOC H? 
 
One man’s compassion during wartime inspired the Toc H movement. It began in 
Belgium in 1915 during World War 1. The Reverend “Tubby” Clayton, CH, MC, DD, 
a Queensland born Army Chaplain, established a rest and recreation centre in the 
small town of Poperinge in the Ypres Salient. Its purpose was to provide basic 
comforts and refuge for the young men going to and from the front lines; a place to 
refresh the body and cheer the soul, where rank played no part. The centre was called 
Talbot House in memory of an outstanding young Army Officer, Gilbert Talbot, who 
had been killed in action. Toc H was the code name for Talbot House, used by Army 
signallers. 
 
After the war the men who had visited Talbot House sought to continue what had 
become known as the ‘Toc H Spirit’. The movement quickly spreads around the 
world.  
 
Its aims are simple: 
 
To Love Widely (Friendship) 
To Build Bravely (Service) 
To Think Fairly (Fairmindedness) 
To Witness Humbly (The Kingdom of God) 
 
At the instigation of the Governor General, Lord Forster, Toc H came to Australia in 
1925. Imbued with the ‘Toc H Spirit’, which had its roots in Talbot House, its 
members have built a fine tradition of ‘Caring for People’. The Blood Transfusion 
Service, the Royal Queensland Bush Children’s Health Scheme, Rural Youth and 
National Youth Leadership Training Programs are just some of the projects pioneered 
by Toc H members. 
 
Today Toc H continues to operate at the grass roots of our communities, caring for 
people who are in need and extending to them the hand of FRIENDSHIP. Its members 



are committed to fostering and carrying on the ‘Spirit of ANZAC’ which is embedded 
in the Australian way of life. 
 
On Anzac Day some twenty Toc H members participated in the main parade in 
Brisbane.  Army Cadets carried the flags of Australia, Belgium, Poperinge and the  
Toc H Banner. Television coverage of the whole parade was excellent and the 
commentary on Toc H was very appropriate and very informative. 
 

 
 

ANZAC Midnight Service Flora and Elijah Nichols 
 

 
 

Shirley Patton doing a Reading at the Midnight Service  



 
 

Preparing to take part in the Anzac Day Parade – James Wood and Ray Geise 
 

 
THE EKKA OUTING – 2019 

 
This year’s EKKA Outing was a wonderful event for over 150 children. Amongst them 
were children of refugees, children with cancer or in remission from cancer and 
children from homes.  They came from many places around Queensland, the Torres 
Strait Islands and countries overseas.  There were no shortages of helpers – Toc H 
members and their friends. 
 
Hundreds of free rides in sideshow alley were provided by members of the 
Showmen’s Guild, the Country Women’s Association provided hamburgers for lunch 
at a discount and there were donations of drinks – milk and soft drinks.  Each child 
was given a Show Bag. 
 
Angus Lane, the chief announcer of all ring events, made a special visit to the John 
McDonald Stand to welcome the children.  He spoke about the long history of the 
EKKA Outing and commended everyone on this great project.  
 
The following photos were all taken during the EKKA Outing 2019. 
 
 
 



 
 

EKKA Outing 2019 
 

 
 

EKKA Outing 2019  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNGEAU HOUSE – WORKING BEE 3rd & 4th AUGUST 2019 
 
What a wonderful working bee we had, working alongside our members from Bribie 
Island, Northern Region, Brisbane Branch and Coungeau House Committee. 
 
Many chores were addressed over the two days including; sprucing up the gardens 
which now look a treat, archiving completed, servicing of the lawn mower and ride 



on mower, gutters cleaned and sheds cleaned out (which required many loads to the 
local tip. The two days were a huge success. 
 
Coungeau House and the grounds are sparkling.  It certainly was a pleasure to be a 
part of this wonderful team. 
 
Lorraine Burns 
 

   



TOC H ST MARGARET’S AGS BRANCH NEWS 
 
The Toc H girls’ first initiative for 2019 was providing morning tea for the Trinity Tots 
Music program in Fortitude Valley. The girls baked scrumptious delights for the 
children and their families. The girls also helped with the Neighbours Day, supervising 
paper airplane flights and other activities that were running on day. Our annual project 
was the Easter Egg and toys drive for the Queensland Children’s Hospital. This again 
was a huge success, with much-appreciated treats for all the sick children and their 
families on Easter Sunday; as it helped to brighten up their day and put lots of smiles 
on so many faces. 
 
At midnight on ANZAC Eve, a special service inside the Shrine of Remembrance was 
attended by the Toc H girls. This was the first of the many ANZAC Day services 
around Australia. The St Margaret’s Toc H girls are among the official wreath layers 
at this highly moving service. Later in the morning, several St Margaret’s girls marched 
with other members of the Toc H branches in the Brisbane ANZAC Day Parade. 
 
With the cooler months advancing, the Toc H girls collected tins for the homeless. 
Each grade was asked to bring in a food item to boost the pantry at the Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church in Fortitude Valley. As well, the Toc H girls visited the residents of 
the nearby Aveo Retirement Village and performed a concert to entertain, displaying 
the residents with their musical talents, followed by afternoon tea and engaging in 
conversation with the residents.  
 
In August, the Toc H girls participated in one of their most anticipated events of the 
year – The Ekka Outing. The girls packed over 400 sample bags that the Brisbane 
Branch had sourced from various government offices, major sponsors and sporting 
clubs on the Friday night. On the Sunday, the girls helped to distribute the sample 
bags and accompany the children from the Childhood Cancer Group, Children’s 
Hospital, disadvantage families and refugees. A great day out at the Ekka was enjoyed 
by all. 
 
In fourth term, the girls will help with 
a sausage sizzle at Bunnings.  The girls 
will also assist the Toc H Brisbane 
North Region Branch by collecting 
toys for the Children’s Hospital and 
knitting booties and bonnets for the 
Mater Mother’s Hospital. When 
school finishes, the Toc H members 
will be helping with the Childhood 
Cancer Christmas Party. 
 

 



THE MAIL BAG FELLOWSHIP 
 
During World War II Toc H Hostels were established in Perth, Melbourne, Townsville 
and Cairns.  The Hostel in Melbourne opened its doors in the last week of November 
1940. 
 
One of the first developments of Hostel life was the organisation of the Toc H Mail 
Bag Fellowship.  The idea for this originated with the Chairman of the Hostels 
Committee.  The Fellowship grew out of a desire to assist lonely men and those men 
facing problems which appeared insoluble; and to maintain regular contact with those 
leaving on operational duty.  Each month the Mail Bag grew and the letters in value, 
as men came to know that their problems would receive the sympathetic 
understanding and consideration of one well equipped to sort out tangled skeins of 
human difficulties. 
 
The task which started with two or three letters each week, grew until 843 
servicemen were regularly written to.  Members of the Mail Bag Fellowship received 
once a month a personal letter accompanied by a little booklet featuring general 
articles, “Heard in the Chapel” addresses, and specially selected prayers for use on 
active service.   Members of the Mail Bag Fellowship contributed special articles to 
these booklets which won an immediate place in the hearts of men soldiering in all 
theatres of war. 
 
Letters poured back bearing varied postmarks, from Piraeus and the Philippines, from 
Singapore and Sydney, from Tokyo and Tel-a-Viv.  Mail regularly found its way to and 
from many ships of the Royal and Australian navies.  
 
Many a mother paid tribute to the value of the Mail Bag Fellowship. And not a few 
servicemen confessed that personal problems were solved quickly and satisfactorily 
as the result of replies received.  
 
The Mailbag Fellowship provided a valuable link with men who enjoyed the friendly 
atmosphere of the Services Club and its monthly message provided good will and 
encouragement to many. 
 
 
TOC H HISTORY 
 
From “The Link” July 1946 (page 6) 
The following is a delightful story about Toc H and its great work during World War 
II.  Alas there is not much written about this work and as a result very few people 
today know anything about it.  It was all about putting into practice the Four Points 
of The Compass – Friendship, Service, Fairmindedness and the Kingdom of God.  It 



was all about repeating the work done by Tubby in Talbot House in Poperinge in 
World War I. 
 
After about 12 days of travelling from the Northern Territory the draft of which I was 
a member reached Melbourne.  I remember that it was about 7.30pm on a Saturday 
when we marched into Camp Pell. After the usual formalities we were dismissed until 
the following morning. Once away from camp our first thought was for steak and eggs, 
and then bed.  Seeing that it was a Satu ray night our luck was out as far as steak and 
eggs were concerned; but finally, we satisfied the inner man. The began the vain search 
for a bed.  We went to hostel after hostel but everywhere we were greeted with the 
same notice, “Sorry, full up.” 
 
I went to Toc H soon after my hunt started but my luck was out, as they too had the 
sign out “House Full.” We did not know until later that every bed in Melbourne had 
been sold since noon that day. 
 
Anyway, at 11.30pm in the drizzling rain were heading down the street still wondering 
where we would sleep, when a man overtook us and asked where we were going, 
and if we were sure of a bed for the night. It was not long before I told him our story. 
He assured us of a bed in an emergency shelter and asked us to go with him.  He led 
us through the doors of Toc H where just outside the entrance we found a nice big 
fire burning in a brazier. We also had the pleasure of a cup of tea and sandwiches, and 
after we had warmed up thoroughly, with others we climbed the stairs with our guide, 
who, by this time had made himself known to us as one of the Toc H men on voluntary 
patrol of the City – its highways and bye-ways – directing needy servicemen to warmth 
and shelter. 
 
But to more than that were we guided – for he led us into the Chapel at “476” where 
a short service was in progress. We said our prayers before the Carpenter’s Bench 
where thousands have done before us during the past war years. 
 
We left the warmth and fellowship of the top floor for the cold street again. But now 
we were not friendless in a strange city. At the entrance to “476” we found Mr Harry 
Hudson, who for years in all-weather every Saturday night acted as O.C. of transport 
greeting boys like myself and making us feel that someone really cared. 
 
At the front door there were two 3-ton lorries ferrying stranded service-men to one 
or other of the many emergency sleeping centres. My three pals and I went out to 
South Melbourne Methodist Mission where were given blankets and a good mattress 
on the floor. Toc H always had someone watching all through the night, to see that 
everything was alright. 
 



So, in this way Toc H befriended four stranded Tasmanians in a strange city. The 
friendship began that night continues for I still find “The Link” as helpful as I found the 
bed welcome that first night in Melbourne. 
 
The above is an excellent example of all four points of the Toc H Compass being put 
into practice in just one single Toc H job. 
 
The following article was written by Professor Joseph, Toc H India 
 
  



EXTRACTS FROM TOC H NEWCASTLE BRANCH MEETINGS – 1936 
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